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Special Education:  
• The Special Education Preschool Teachers and students are participating in yoga in the 

classroom.  Orangedale Early Learning Center is collaborating with Play and Learn through Art 
and Yoga (PLAY) under the leadership of Sarah Davis, Program Director.  PLAY’s innovative 
programs focus on improving outcomes in these three key areas: Self-Awareness, Strength, 
and Mind-Body Connection.  In addition, The PLAY representatives will also be participating in 
family nights to support families.   

• Each month the Special Education Department conducts Child Find at Balsz Community 
Center. Parents can bring their children ages 2.9 years of age – 5 years of age if their child has 
a disability or developmental delays.  There is a team of School Psychologists, Speech 
Pathologists, Occupational Therapists, Physical Therapists, Teachers, and Nurses working 
together to screen for disabilities and developmental delays.  The Child Find Team also works 
with The Arizona Early Intervention Program (AzEIP) for referrals for students transitioning out 
of early childhood services to school age services. 

• The Special Education Team is working with the Tillman Architects and Design Team; the 
teachers are sharing ideas for the new specialized classrooms and general education 
classrooms.  The classrooms will be designed and equipped to support students with 
disabilities – sensory items and lighting, kitchen and laundry to support life skills programming, 
and furniture that is adaptive for all students. 

 
Gifted: 

• The Gifted Students completed an extensive investigation of Food Waste at Griffith (in other 
words, throwing out food at the end of lunch).  This is a problem-based unit that students spent 
4th quarter on.  The project involved designing and conducting a school-wide attitude survey, 
as well as an audit in the cafeteria in which they actually measured the food being thrown out 
at the end of all 6 lunch periods.  At the end of the year, the students went around to 
classrooms to present results and conclusions, and followed up with research on interventions 
to address the problem.  The students voted to continue the project into the 2019-2020 school 
year and to begin by working with Sodexo and Griffith and District Administration to implement 
interventions.  On October 2nd, 3rd, and 4th the GOAL 4th/5th grade students will have a table 
set up at parent-teacher conferences to educate parents about the composting project.  On 
October 14th the composting will begin.  GOAL students will be present in the cafeteria to 
assist during lunch periods, as much as is possible and practical. 
 

Health Services: 
• The Health Office Staff continue to work with school 504 Teams to ensure students with health 

challenges and disabilities receive required interventions and supports.  Students with asthma, 
diabetes, ADHD, and other medical conditions are often on 504 Plans.  A 504 Plan is a plan 
developed to ensure that a child who has a disability receives accommodations that will ensure 
their academic success and access to the learning environment. 


